Z%mmyéa/ee

munity Connection

QL.2| February 1, 2025

Wildfire Preparedness

an update from the City Manager

As I write this, California is experiencing one of the most devastating wildfire disasters in
modern U.S. history, with estimated damages and economic losses ranging from $250 billion
to $275 billion. To put that in perspective, the state’s entire budget is approximately $320
billion. While the cause of this fire is still under investigation, its impact is undeniable.

Closer to home, the Park Fire tore through Butte and Tehama counties, spreading at an
alarming rate of 5000 acres per hour. In total, it burned more than 429,000 acres and
destroyed over 700 structures. Tragically, this fire was caused by arson—an entirely
preventable disaster.

In response to the wildfires in Southern California, our City Council has sent a letter to
Governor Newsom, urging a reassessment of policies that hinder fuel reduction efforts and
infrastructure improvements. The City emphasized the need to re-evaluate existing
regulations—particularly those related to environmental protections (CEQA), permitting,
land use, labor, and contracting—as well as eliminate bureaucratic obstacles that delay or
prevent critical, life-saving projects. Prioritizing fuel reduction, emergency access roads, and
vital infrastructure upgrades—such as water infrastructure projects—is essential. While our
city of 10,200 residents has limited influence over state policies, we can take proactive steps
to reduce wildfire risks in our own community.

In 2022, the City released the first volume of the Wildfire Preparedness Guide, equipping
residents with valuable information on wildfire prevention and readiness. Since then, we've
completed numerous fuel reduction projects, treating over 580 acres, establishing a shaded
fuel break along the northern section, and removing 117 hazardous trees along Lake Blvd.,
with additional removals planned for Ashby Rd. and Cascade Blvd. We've also worked
closely with private property owners on fire mitigation efforts near homes and open spaces.
These initiatives have been made possible through more than $3.2 million in CalFIRE grant
funding, with an additional $900,000 recently secured to continue this vital work.
Additionally, our electric utility and public works department provide year-round tree
maintenance to further enhance safety. While we can’t control fire behavior, our goal is to
mitigate, slow its spread, and ensure safe evacuations when needed.

On the topic of evacuations, if you haven’t already, I strongly encourage you to sign up for
Alert Shasta, the new emergency alert system provided by the Shasta County Office of
Emergency Services through the Genasys app. This guide includes step-by-step instructions
for registration. Emergencies can happen at any time, so staying informed is crucial. If you
don't have access to a cell phone or computer, you can contact Shascom at
alertshasta@shascom9ll.com or call (530) 245-6500 during normal business hours for
assistance.

Shasta Lake is a remarkable community, rich in natural beauty and resources. If there’s one
key takeaway, it’s this: reduce fire fuels on your own & .
property. Fire safety is a shared responsibility together,
we can make a difference.
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Jessaca Lugo, City Manager
(530) 275-7411
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UPCOMING DATES:

City Council Meetings

First and Third Tuesdays of the month
6:00PM - City Council Chambers

4488 Red Bluff Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Parks and Recreation Commission Meetings
Second Thursdays of the month 4:30PM

City Council Chambers

4488 Red Bluff Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Planning Commission Meetings

First Thursday of the month

6:00PM - City Council Chambers

4488 Red Bluff Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Shasta Lake Yoga Class

Monday and Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30PM
Shasta Lake Community Center

4499 Main Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Shasta Lake Community Awards Dinner
March 8, 2025, doors open 5:00 PM
Shasta Lake Community Center

4499 Main Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019

Save the Date - Damboree Boomtown Festival
Saturday May 10th!




Shasta Lake Designated Fire
Risk Reduction Community
What does that mean for you?

2024 Fire Risk Reduction Community List

IMPORTANT NOTICE - AVAILABLE WILDFIRE DISCOUNTS.

The City of Shasta Lake is pleased to announce that the State of California Board of
Forestry has designated it as a Fire Risk Reduction Community (FRRC). This recognition
means that Shasta Lake is working with the California Board of Forestry and Fire
Protection to implement targeted fire prevention and risk reduction strategies. As part of
an FRRC, the City is committed to reducing wildfire risk through proactive actions
guided by Board of Forestry standards.

In 2024, only 11 cities across California received this designation, which is valid for two
years. The Shasta Lake Fire Protection District has also been awarded the FRRC
designation.

With insurance companies tightening their coverage areas, being recognized as an FRRC
may benefit residents, as some insurers may offer better coverage, lower premiums, or
potential discounts for properties in communities that actively work to reduce fire risk.
We encourage you to check with your insurance provider about available wildfire
discounts.

The FRRC designation also opens up additional opportunities for state and federal
grants aimed at supporting fire prevention efforts. These grants will help fund critical
fuel reduction activities, including brush clearing, creating defensible space, establishing
firebreaks, and community education programs are designed to help prevent burnout
and encourage a healthy work-life balance.

City Expands Programs to Help Lower Your Expenses

We recognize that rising costs are affecting households throughout our
community. Your City Council is committed to providing support during these

challenging times.

SHARES Program

The SHARES program offers financial assistance to
qualifying customers once every 12 months. For more
information or to apply, contact the program at (530)
2222207

If youve faced unexpected financial hardships—whether due to a
higher-than-expected utility bill, a water leak, or the increasing costs of
maintaining an aging home—we’re here to help. If you're struggling to make
ends meet by month’s end and need food assistance (see box below on food
resources).

We offer a variety of utility assistance programs, and if you're looking to
improve your home’s energy efficiency, our rebate program can make
upgrades more affordable. One customer recently spent $1100 on insulation
and received $960 back, while another received $625 to replace an aging
electric water heater. There are many more rebates such as light bulbs, HVAC,
windows, etc. visit: cityofshastalake.org/rebates

Not sure where to start? We've got you covered with a free energy audit to
identify ways to save. Call 1-855-516-2105

Food Assistance Resources

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SHASTA LAKE

1501 McCONNEL AVENUE
SHASTA LAKE, CA 96019

MONTHLY EVENTS

Every Monday and Friday 9 am
Seniar Food give-away (62 yrs +)

2nd and 4th Tuestday 9am

Commodities and Brown Bag
Parking Lot area

Last Friday of EVERY Month 9am
Shasta Lake Community Food Bank

Contact Us:

City of Shasta Lake
4477 Main Street, Shasta Lake, CA 96019
Phone: (530) 275-7400

Website: www.cityofshastalake.org

Note: City Hall will be closed February 17th

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP)
HEAP provides payment assistance with home energy

bills. Customers can apply once every twelve months.
Lifeline Rates

Lifeline Rates are available for customers 62 or older
OR are on proven disability and fall under the listed
income guidelines. Contact customer service for more
information.

Efficiency and Rebates Available

The City of Shasta Lake manages a comprehensive
energy and efficiency incentive program for residential
& commercial customers focusing on peak load
reduction and energy conservations.

WEBSITE: CITYOFSHASTALAKE.ORG/REBATES OR

Call ESG Group (855) 516-2105

Making Upgrades to Your Home
or Business?

=
The City has energy
efficiency rebates available

Electric Rebates:

¢ Lighting (ceiling fans, LED lights, holiday lights)

¢ HVAC (HVAC units, whole house fan, duct sealing)

¢ Appliances (washer, dishwasher, refrigerator, and more)

¢ Weatherization (insulation, windows, window film, sealing)
* Free Energy Audits

Water Rebates:

* High Performance Low-Flush Toilet
+ High Performance Clothes Washer

« Automatic Irrigation Controller
* Free Water Audits



